
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time to 

change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. We 

want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject:  
Mrs K Argent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: 
Business Studies 

Aim of Bridging Work: 
 

 To connect your GCSE skills and knowledge to the A level course 
 To prepare you in relation to equipment and organisation for your A level course 
 To prepare you for the challenges of A level and the step up in difficulty, expectations and 

independence needed for A level study 
 

Equipment Tick List: 

 AS text book  

 Ring binder folder 

 Folder dividers 

 A4 lined paper 

 Flash cards pack 

 Calculator 

 Completed bridging work 

Textbook(s) for September: 
 
Edexcel A Level Business 
book 1 (Ian Marcouse) 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4718-4776-9 
 
 
 

Tasks 

Resources: Purchase the required textbook (listed above). You can buy this new online and in bookstores or you 

might be able to find used cheaper copies on Amazon or eBay. 

You will need an A4 folder to keep all of your Bridging Work in: 

Panic Buying & coping with change. In recent times, the external environment has changed rapidly. This week’s 

bridging work ask you to research and reflect on an A level topic that was not covered at GCSE – that of 

Contingency Planning. 

1. What is ‘Contingency Planning’? What sources will you use to find out? Be careful with websites as some 

may not be relevant to what we are trying to learn…make sure your information is at least UK based. 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Tasks 

2. How will you record your findings? At A level, we give a lot more independence in terms of how you 

create your notes/research so I will leave this up to you. One thing you must be sure of is, if someone 

else other than you was to read your research notes – would they understand what was going on? That 

is the level of organisation you need, so plenty of headings and subheadings to clearly lay out your notes. 

Having said that, this does not need to be a long piece of work! 

3. https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/may/03/how-tesco-doomsday-exercise-helped-it-cope-

with-the-coronavirus?utm_term=Autofeed&CMP=twt_b-

gdnnews&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1588512561 follow this link to an article 

about how Tesco have managed the shifts and changes in buying behaviour, supply and management 

during the pandemic.  

4. From the article, how many different examples can you find of Tesco making changes to the way they 

operate based on their Contingency Planning? 

5. Write a short essay (in your own style – so just using paragraphs, don’t worry about exam technique) 

analysing (benefits and drawbacks) the use of Contingency Planning for Tesco. Aim for two or three 

paragraphs in total 

6. https://www.tutor2u.net/business/reference/aqa-paper-1-section-a-practice-mcqs-what-is-business 

follow the link for the next quiz challenge – email me your results with a print screen to 

kargent@sphcs.co.uk so I can add your score to the totals. If you haven’t sent me your Week 1 quiz 

score, you can still submit this to me this week!! 
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