
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time 

to change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. 

We want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject: Mrs A Brogan  

 

 

 

 

Subject: English Language  

Aim of Bridging Work: 
To familiarise students with assessment objectives, course aims, course content and topics for English 
language at A level.  
 
The key principles, issues and concepts that underpin the course will build on and develop the 
important language skills that you learnt at GCSE. By reflecting  on your own reading and writing 
experiences as a starting point, you will be prepared for the different skills that you will be assessed on. 
 
Important skills such as the ability to discuss, debate and analyse, to read and understand texts, and to 
write in a variety of forms for different purposes will be explored. You will build on these skills in a 
number of ways, for example, you will produce some original writing based on storytelling, persuading 
or informing, and you will read and explore different text types. In addition you will learn a range of 
different skills to help you describe and analyse language, and you will acquire an analytical toolkit that 
will enable you explore and explain any text.  
 
The bridging work will introduce the following:  

1) Language levels  
2) Subject terminology 
3) Textual variety  
4) Language analysis  

Equipment List : 
Ring Bind folder 
Highlighters 
Lined A4 paper  

Textbook(s) for September: 
English Language Student Book 
Cambridge Press  
Giovanellli, Ives, Keen et al 
ISBN 978-1-107-46562-6 
 
Reading List: 
To be confirmed  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Tasks 

April 27th  

1. Login to Seneca. You can login and join the Language course here: 

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/yq64kakhse  

2. Complete the assignments set on Seneca. They are different from the ones set last week. Please 

complete by the due date.hsix 

3. Start a new ring binder folder. Make a section headed ‘Subject Terminology’. Continue to  make 

lists of any new terms you come across and write their definitions. 

Writing Task: Language Autibiography Continued  

Last week you were set this task. If you have finished this move onto activity 5 below 

4. Think about your own experiences of reading and writing. Write your own language 

autobiography of about 400 words:  

a. What were your early memories around reading and writing in primary school and at 

home? Are they positive or negative? Did you have a favourite book? Were you ever 

praised or acknowledged for your writing? 

b. Have those early experiences changed? Do you have any favourite writers? How have 

you progressed in your own reading and writing?  

c. What about your history of speaking? Do people judge each other on the way they 

speak? Were you ever reprimanded for speaking incorrectly?  

d. What do you think are some issues around the development of reading, writing and 

speaking skills? Do you think people judge others based on the way they write?  

Here is an example of the start of a language autobiography:  

My early experiences of language are closely connected to my family. Being the youngest of three 

siblings, I never seemed to to get a chance to make my opinion heard. My development of speech was 

delayed and I had some sessions with a speech and language therapist… 

 

5. Proof read and improve your own language autobiography, but first read some examples of 

autobiographies here on the Autobiography resource.  

 

a. Choose one from the Autobiography resource to focus on. 

b. Make a list of interesting language patterns and features (e.g imagery). 

c. Compare to your own autobiography. 

d. Can you use any of this writer’s features in your own writing? 

e. Experiment with your own autobiographical writing by including some features you might 

never have thought of using. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/yq64kakhse
https://sphcs-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/abrogan2_sphcs_co_uk/EchhgLYbbVRBtw3EVamk-DoBntu9MFbQLMh02sZel0wzkA

