
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time to 

change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. We 

want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject:  
Mrs Y Neame  

 

 

 

 

Subject:  
English Literature 

Aim of Bridging Work: 

• To broaden your reading experiences and become discerning and enthusiastic readers. 

• To improve your critical reading skills, becoming adept at using professional criticism and 
articles to support your own ideas and offer alternative interpretations. 

• To expand your vocabulary and become more sophisticated, fluent writers. 

• To gain confidence and independence in communicating ideas through writing and discussion. 

• To learn key terminology and concepts appropriate to the genre of tragedy, which will be our 
starting topic in September. 

• To begin reading set texts and research historical, literary and cultural background to these texts 
to enhance understanding and depth of analysis.  

 

Equipment List : 
 
A4 lined and plain paper 
Two large A4 ring binder folders 
Small folder for day to day work 

Textbook(s) for September: 
 
Course book (optional but very useful):  
AQA  English Literature B – AS level and A 
level  
Authors: Adrian Beard (Series Editor), Pete Bunten, 
Graham Elsdon, Alan Kent  
Publisher: Oxford University Press 
ISBN-  978-0-19-833748-5  
 

Set texts: 
 
To be confirmed in the next couple of 
weeks. 
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Tasks 

For week beginning April 27th: 

1. Choose a book that is new to you and aim to read for about an hour a day over the next two 

weeks. Be ready to complete a short piece of writing on the opening section of this novel for 

next week’s bridging work task.  

Use the KS5 suggested reading list (copied below) for ideas – there is a wide variety of novels here, 

some more challenging than others. Or try any classic novel. All major classics are available free of 

charge online if you have difficulty finding books at the moment. Do some searching! Please don’t feel 

constrained by these suggestions – the important thing is for you to expand your reading beyond GCSE 

and begin to explore wider reading. Look on your bookshelves at home or on the Waterstones website 

for more ideas.  

2. Please look up all vocabulary you are unsure of – maybe start making a note of unfamiliar words 

– an extensive vocabulary is key to achieving good A level results. Learn the meaning and 

spelling of these words and use them!  

3. Complete a 300 – 500 word piece of reflective writing on your reading experiences in years 10 

and 11. What did you study? What did you enjoy? What did you find difficult and why? What 

private reading – if any – did you do? What would you like to read more of? How has your 

reading influenced your life over the last couple of years? Please be honest – you are not being 

judged – it’s just a gathering of your thoughts whilst getting ready to move on.    

 Suggested reads:  

Atkinson, Kate               Transcription, Big Sky, A God in Ruins 

Austen, Jane                   Emma, Northanger Abbey 

Bronte, Charlotte           Jane Eyre, Villette 

Bronte, Emily                  Wuthering Heights 

Collins, Wilkie                 The Woman in White, Moonfleet 

Dickens, Charles             Great Expectations, Oliver Twist 

Donald, Dominick           Breathe 

Eggers, Dave                    The Circle 

Faulks, Sebastian             Birdsong 

French, Tana                 The Wych Elm 

Fry, Stephen                  Heroes, Mythos 

Galbraith, Robert          The Silkworm – Cormorant Strike series 

Gaskell, Elizabeth          North and South, Mary Barton 

Guterson, David             Snow Falling on Cedars 

Haig, Matt                       How to Stop Time 

Hardy, Thomas               The Mayor of Casterbridge, Tess, Jude the Obscure 

Herron, Mick                  Slow Horses series 

Sansom, CJ                      Tombland 

Steinbeck, John             The Grapes of Wrath 

Sveistrup Soren The Chestnut Man 

Taylor, Andrew Ashes of London 


