
Preparation for A-Level Geography (Human)  
 

A-Level Topic: Globalisation 

Key Question: Who are the winners and losers from eastern European migration to the UK 

Freedom of movement is something that all 27 (was 28 before the UK left the EU) countries in the European Union can access.  This meant people could live and work freely 

in other European countries without paperwork or permission.  Migration increased dramatically after a series of eastern European countries gained accession (a position) in 

the EU, starting with  Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia who joined in 2004, more in 2008 and again in 2012.  

Migration has brought great change to the host (country where migrants move to) and source (where the migrant left) countries.  Explore more here… 

   

EU migration to the UK 
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/res
ources/videos/explained-eu-migration-uk/ 

 
BBC Horizon: The Poles are 
Coming  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIWR
Wv7P00A 
 
 
 
 

EU migration: How has it changed 
the UK? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
45565124 
 
 

Immigration and the EU referendum:  
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2016/jun/20/seven-towns-one-
story-referendum-voters-say-too-many-
foreigners 
 

 

Use the resources provided to write notes that answer the 
following questions: 
  
1) What is freedom of movement in the EU? 
2) Which countries joined the EU in 2004, 2008 and 2012? 
3) Why might people have chosen to migrate to the UK (before 

Brexit)? 
4) Who are the winners from Poland to UK migration?  Think 

about people and countries? 
5) Who are the losers from Poland to UK migration? Think about 

people and countries?   
6) CHALLENGE: Is it fair to say that the UK government was 

very quick to take the benefits from migrants’ work and tax but 
were too slow to help the overcrowded/under-funded councils 
where the migrants ended up in the UK? 

 
 
 

Using your notes, write a one-page report that answers the key question: ‘Who are the winners and losers from eastern European 
migration to the UK?’  Your report should be well presented and informative to show an understanding of the content that you have been 
investigating. Use the sub-questions above to help you structure your writing. You can add any maps, images or diagrams to illustrate your 
points. Try to reach a conclusion to the key question.  Deadline:  Friday 22nd May 

 

Key Terms: immigration, emigration, post-accession 

countries, freedom of movement, host country, source 

country 

What to watch What to read

 

What to do (sub-questions)

 

What to submit 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latvia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
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