
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time to 

change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. We 

want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject: Mr Bromley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: Geography 

Aim of Bridging Work: 
 
A Level Geography involves learning about Physical and Human Geography and the Synopticity (links) between 

these so that you can understand the complex world that we live in. 

Each week we will set an independent task that showcases the type of topic, concept and processes that we will 

study in an A level classroom.  Meanwhile we will expose you hopefully to a range of resources that you might 

use as a geographer.  Hopefully this will showcase the contemporary, relevant nature of what it is like to study 

Geography.  

Equipment List : 
 

 Ring binder folder and coloured 

dividers. 

 Pencil case with equipment you 

will need for this year in 

Geography:  black, red and 

green pens, highlighters, ruler, 

pencils, rubber and sharpener. 

 Pad of lined paper. 

 Ensure you can access the VLE 
at home to gain further 
resources. 

Textbook(s) for 
September: 
 
EDEXCEL A LEVEL 
BOOK 1 
Hodder (ISBN 978-1-
4718-5654-9) 
 
EDEXCEL A LEVEL 
BOOK 2 
Hodder (ISBN 978-1-
4718-5653-2) 
 

Reading 
 
1. Specifically chosen articles will be 

found on the R: Drive in Foldr under 
‘A level Reading’ 

2. Prisoners of Geography – Tim 
Marshall 

3. Guardian – Environment (here) 
4. Guardian – Development (here)  
5. Guardian – Science and Env (here)  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment


 
 

Task 1: Preparation for A-Level Geography (Physical)  
 

A-Level Topic: Vulnerability to Tectonic Hazards 

Key Question: What factors enhanced Haiti’s vulnerability after the 2010 earthquake?  

Haiti became an independent country after the Haitian slaves revolted successfully in 1791. Over 200 years later, it is now considered one of the most 

vulnerable countries on the planet. After the devastating 2010 earthquake that struck just west of Port-au-Prince, recovery has been challenging. Over the 

course of the next week, you are going to investigate what factors enhanced Haiti’s vulnerability after the 2010 earthquake.   

   

  
What happened in the 2010 Haitian 
earthquake?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5dG6vyFWFo 

 
Haiti: After the Quake  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XP2V-0WqcgM 

 
Looking back at the 2010 Haiti earthquake a 
decade later  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rsi-8FJz0QA 

 
AcrGIS Story Map of Haiti Earthquake 2010: 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?
appid=905282f1b56f4c1b82ac099f249a2731 

 
Haiti’s next earthquake could be worse  
https://www.govtech.com/em/disaster/Haitis-Next-
Earthquake-Could-be-Worse-than-Devastating-2010-
Quake-.html 
 

 
Haiti calls for stronger structures  
https://www.npr.org/2011/01/14/132904427/in-haitis-
rebuilding-calls-for-stronger-
structures?t=1587639631774 

Use the resources provided to write brief 
notes that answer the following questions: 

1) Where is Haiti?  
2) What social factors enhance Haiti’s 

vulnerability?  
3) What economic factors enhance 

Haiti’s vulnerability? 
4) What environmental factors enhance 

Haiti’s vulnerability?  
5) What political factors enhance Haiti’s 

vulnerability? 
CHALLENGE: When the next earthquake 
strikes Haiti, how can donor countries 
provide relief without repeating the previous 
mistakes?  

 
 
 

Using your notes, write a one-page report that answers the key question:  
‘What factors enhanced Haiti’s vulnerability after the 2010 earthquake?’  
Your report should be well presented and informative to show an understanding of the content that you have been investigating. Use the key 
questions above to help you structure your writing. You can add any maps, images or diagrams to illustrate your points. Try to reach a 
conclusion to the key question.  Deadline:  Friday 1st May 2020 

Key Terms: magnitude, pancaking, 

conservative plate boundary, 

vulnerability 

 

What to watch What to read

 

What to do

 

What to submit 
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