
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time to 

change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. We 

want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject: Mr McLoughlin 
cmcloughlin@sphcs.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: History - British History 1945-1979 
Week 3 

Aim of Bridging Work: 
 

• Build up a solid contextual knowledge of the time period studied. 

• Know how British Politics works, and the key differences between the political parties.  

• Make sure students are aware of the key words and key events of the period. 

• Make sure students are aware of current Historical events and demonstrate they know what is 
meant by the word interpretation.  

 

Please note the reading list is 
prioritised. Whilst all of it is 
relevant and helpful, Marr is 
especially pertinent.  
 
He also has an excellent DVD 
which runs parallel to the book 
called Andrew Marr's History of 
Modern Britain 

Equipment List : 
 

• A4 Ring bound folder 

• Plastic wallets. 

• Folder dividers. 

• Plenty of A4 lined and 
margined paper 

Textbook(s) for September: 
 
Core textbook: M Lynch, Access to History: Britain 1951–2007 Third Edition. 
The Third edition is important as the page numbers I give you for flipped 
learning only match this copy 
Reading List: 

• A Marr, A History of Modern Britain, Macmillan, 2007 

• Never Had It So Good: A History of Britain from Suez to the Beatles: 
Dominic Sandbrook 

• White Heat: A History of Britain in the Swinging Sixties 1964-1970: 
Dominic Sandbrook 

• S J Lee, Aspects of British Political History 1914-1995, Routledge, 
1998  

• N Lowe, Mastering Modern Britain, Palgrave, 1998  

• A Mayer, Women in Britain 1900-2000, Hodder, 2002  

• D Murphy (ed), Britain 1914-2000, Collins, 2000  

• M Pearce, British Political History 1867-200: Democracy and Decline, 
Routledge, 2001  

• C Rowe, Britain 1929-1998, Heinemann, 2004 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task/week 3: Due 18th May 

Make sure you identify two different interpretations from Newspapers which cover the same event: 

 
There are plenty of events both in England and the wider world that are reported on differently by newspapers. 
This is because each newspaper has a slightly different political slant, audience, or personal agenda. 
 
Watch the news and wait for a major event that is being widely reported on. Go out and buy two newspapers on 
the same day with both report on the same event (or find them electronically). Neil Henderson @hendopolis 
always previews the headlines on twitter the night before. Photocopy/scan/copy the articles into a document. 
Annotate the articles to show the differences on how the events are being reported. Make sure you think about 
the tone and language before trying to conclude what you think really happened. Decide which article you think is 
more accurate/reliable by cross referencing it with other articles or sources. 
 
Please note, the news is dominated by Coronavirus at the moment, so you can delve into the archives if you want 
to. Particularly controversial recent incidents/events include: 
 

• Death of Martin McGuiness or other famous leaders/figures (Mandela etc) 

• Results of a recent general election 

• Government handling of a situation (Iraq, Brexit etc) 

 
This link takes you to a fun starting point: 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10322916/celebrating-the-suns-fifty-greatest-ever-front-pages-as-britains-
favourite-paper-turns-50/ 
 

This can be quite challenging, but also quite eye opening. Please do email me if you want any help/guidance. 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10322916/celebrating-the-suns-fifty-greatest-ever-front-pages-as-britains-favourite-paper-turns-50/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10322916/celebrating-the-suns-fifty-greatest-ever-front-pages-as-britains-favourite-paper-turns-50/

