
 
 

Year 11 into 12 Bridging the Gap  

Summer Work for 2020 Entry 

 

We want you to be really successful and what it takes to be successful at GCSEs is different from being 

successful at A-Levels. Although you have fewer subjects there are different skills at A-Level and the 

volume of work is greater because the depth and detail is more demanding. 

Bridging the Gap Work will reassure you that the subject you have selected is for you, or allow you time to 

change your choice of subject at enrolment, as long as there is space and you meet the entry criteria. We 

want you to study a course that interests you and you are sufficiently qualified to study. 

 

Head of Subject:  Miss I Hoole (ihoole@sphcs.co.uk)  

 

 

 

 

 

Subject:  A-Level Sociology 

Aim of Bridging Work (Week 5): 

•  To design research to gain sociological data 

• To carry out and analyse data collected from research 

• To assess the strength and limitations of using questionnaires and interviews in Sociology.  

Essential Equipment List for 1st Lesson: 

• Pens  

• Pencils 

• Ruler 

• Highlighters  

• Flashcards  

• Lever arch folder (Ideally 2) 

• A4 lined paper (not an exercise book) 

• Plastic wallets 

• Folder dividers (At least 12) 
All these items can be sourced from affordable 
places like Poundland, Wilko or Tesco but if 

there are any issues let me know.  
 

 
Recommended: 

• Tutor2u Education Flash Cards 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/store/education-
revision-flashcards-for-aqa-alevel-sociology 

• Families and Households Skills 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/store/families-
households-exam-skills-workbook-aqa-alevel-
sociology 

Textbook(s) for September: 
 
Ken Browne AQA Sociology Year 1 (must be 

the 5th edition) 

 
 

Suggested Reading 
List: 
Chavs: The Demonization 
of the Working Class 
by Owen Jones 
 

Half the Sky: Nicholas 
Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 

 
The Establishment: And how they get away with 
it Paperback by Owen Jones 
The Spirit Level: Why Equality is Better for Everyone 
by Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson 
 

The Communist Manifesto (Paperback)  
by Karl Marx 

 

Learning to Labour by Paul Willis 

 

Watching the English by Kate Fox 
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Tasks – WEEK 5 (After Half Term) WB 1.6.20 
Hello future Sociologists, 
Hope you continue to be okay in these odd circumstances and had a nice break in half-term. The fifth week of 
Sociology Bridging work is to get you to begin to understand how sociologists go about their research. This 
involves you carrying out some questionnaires and interviews.  
 
Please ensure you save all work in a folder on your computer or if you handwrite it keep it safe in a folder as you’ll 
need to show your work as part of the entry requirements for the course.  
 

1. Research Methods: Questionnaires  
 
In Sociology, data on society is collected in different way. You are going to conduct your own sociological survey 
and collect data on an aspect of society that particularly interests you (for example, why do people leave school 
for college? Why do people go travelling? Why do people drink underage? How people coped with isolation 
during the Coronavirus pandemic).  
 
Questionnaires 
You must design a questionnaire, with between 6-8 questions on your given area. You will need to break your 
topic up into smaller questions. 
For example: 
1. What is your age? 
2. Are you male or female? 
3. Did you go travelling because… (pick one) 
• You didn’t want a job 
• You had family abroad 
• You wanted an adventure 
4. Where did you go travelling? 
5. Would you go travelling again? Yes/No 
 
You will need to carry out your questionnaire on a range of different people. Aim to ask 5 people the same 
questionnaire. 
 
Then: Presenting your questionnaire findings 
You will need to present your findings from the questionnaire in either in a graph or a pie chart and explain what 
you have found.  
 

2. Research Methods: Interviews Interviews 
You must design a set of interview questions (between 6-8) on the same area as your questionnaire (You can use 
the same questions or pick new ones, this is up to you). (PLEASE ENSURE THESE ARE CONDUCTED WITHINT THE 
RULES OF SOCIAL DISTANCING) 
For example: 
1. Please give me 2 reasons why you decided to go travelling?  
2. Did you travel alone? Why? 
3. Would you go travelling again? 
 
This time ask different people from those who completed your questionnaire. Aim to carry out your interview on 
at least 3 people. 
 
Presenting your interview findings 
You will need to draw conclusions from your interviews and explain what you have found. 
  
 



 
 

3. Research Methods: Evaluating methods Evaluating questionnaires and interviews: Answer the following 
essay question: 

 
What are the positives and negatives of using questionnaires and interviews when collecting data?   
 
You will need to explain both the positives and negatives of using both questionnaires and interviews. You must 
also explain any difficulties you had and why, and come to an overall conclusion of which method worked best for 
you. You should write at least 750 words. 
 
USEFUL SOURCE: http://www.sociology.org.uk/n_methods.htm  
 
 
Suggested Documentaries/Videos:  

o Gang Leader for a Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRq1AhFAN-4&feature=youtu.be 
o Sociological Research into Power of Facebook: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKHOhO23jAU&feature=youtu.be&list=UUzWQYUVCpZqtN9
3H8RR44Qw 

o Crash Course Sociology: Methods - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwhK-iEyXYA 

 

Marking Criteria 

 

Quality of 

Response 

Criteria 

3 A detailed response to the questions, showing in depth research and knowledge. The response is supported by evidence from a wide range of sources 

and includes research outside the websites provided. Information has been carefully considered and evaluated before reaching judgements. 

 

You have produced a high quality questionnaire and interview that has addressed a variety of questions. You have evaluated both the positives and 

negatives of both these types of research methods. You have come to a balanced conclusion and reached a judgment on which method worked best for 

you. 

2 A detailed response, showing some good research and knowledge. The response is supported by evidence from a range of historical sources. Information 

has been considered in reaching judgements. 

 

You have produced a good questionnaire and interview that has looked at different questions. You had pointed out both the positives and negatives of 

both research methods. You have come to a conclusion on which method worked best for you. 

 

1 A response which shows limited research and knowledge. The response is supported by some evidence, but is insufficient in preparation for the course. 

 

You have a poorly constructed questionnaire and interview with limited questions. You have only looked at the positives or negatives of both types of 

research methods. You have not reached a conclusion.  
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